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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the Applicant's amendment filed on 1 1/09/2005. 

2. Claims 1-4, 9-17, 19-22 have been canceled, and claims 23, 25 have been amended. 

3. Claims 5-8, 18, and 23-39 are pending and presented for examination. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

4. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Frank R. Occhiuti (Reg. # 35,306) the undersigned for applicant(s) on December 12, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims 

5. (Currently Amended) A method for updating importance rank of Internet Web units in an 
Internet; the importance ranks are used by an application; the Internet includes Hyper-links 
interconnecting the Web units; the method comprising the steps of: 

a) updating the importance rant of Web units in the Internet substantially in real time 
during visit of the Web units; and applying corrective measures; an order of visit of nodes 

is prescribed by an algorithm; 

b) repeating step (a) as many times as required; said updating of importance rank of 
step (a) is capable of being executed also when the Internet is changing, 
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and wherein an algorithm that governs the order of visit of nodes is not prescribed by said by 
said updating and applying correction steps; 

obtaining other rank of the Web units: and 

combining said importance rank and other rank for each Web unit giving rise to a 
composite rank of the respective Web unit. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim [1] 5, wherein said updating is conned 
to selected Web units in the Internet, constituting a sub-graph of the internet. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim [7] 5, wherein said other rank being a 
text based rank. 

18. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently amended) A method for calculating the importance rank of nodes in a dynamically 
changing graph, the importance ranks are used by an application; the graph includes links 
interconnecting the nodes; the method comprising the steps of: 
a) providing for each node in the graph at least: 

(iii) short history indication representative of what happened to the node in terms of 

importance rank since last update; 

(iv) long history indication representative of what happened to the node in terms of 

importance rank since a certain point of time in the past; 
d) b) selecting node in the graph; 
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c) for selected node, computing the importance rank: as a function of at least one 
of said short history indication and long history indication; 

d) repeating steps (b) and (c) as many times as required, wherein said graph includes the 
Internet or portion thereof, said links being hyperlinks, said nodes being Web units, and further 
including: sorting visited Web units on the basis of at least their importance rank; and 

said application modifying visiting strategy which prescribe which Web units are selected 
in said step (b), such that the higher the importance rank the more often the Web unit is 
visited. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 5, 6, 8, and 23-39 are allowed over the prior art made of record. 

Reasons for Indicating Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Upon searching a 
variety of databases, the examiner respectfully submits that: 

a) -obtaining other rank of the Web units; and combining the importance rank and other 
rank for each Web unit giving rise to a composite rank of the respective Web unit — in the 
method of claim 5 for updating importance rank of Internet Web units in an Internet environment 
wherein the Internet includes Hyper-links interconnecting the Web units, in context with the 
other limitations of the claims was not disclosed by, would not have been obvious over, nor 
would have been fairly suggested by the prior art of record. 
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b) — providing for each node in the graph a storing step for storing at least a short history 
indication representing the history of what happened to the node in terms of importance rank 
since last update; a long history indication representing the history of what happened to the node 
in terms of importance rank since a certain point of time in the past; including a visiting process 
wherein the visiting node has at least one child node for distributing at least substantial part of 
the short history, and a recording process that records at least substantial part of the short history 
indication of the visited node to the long history indication of the visited node and designating 
that the recording has been accomplished- as embodied in the independent claims 23, 25, 28, 31, 
38, and 39, in context with the other limitations of the claims and as further described in the 
specification on page 20, line 23 through page 23, line 26 et alia was not disclosed by, would not 
have been obvious over, nor would have been fairly suggested by the prior art of record. 

c) the steps of -selectively applying corrective measures for updating the importance 
rank of nodes in the graph substantially in real time during visit of nodes in the graph when the 
graph is changing by a processor if the graph is not strongly connected; and prescribed an 
algorithm for the order of visit of nodes wherein an algorithm that governs the order of visit of 
nodes is not prescribed by the updating and applying corrective measures operations of the 
processor- as embodied in the independent claims 26, 27,36 and 37, in context with the other 
limitations of the claims and as further described in the specification on page 14, lines 4-30 and 
page 15, line 21 through page 16, line 30 et alia was not disclosed by , would not have been 
obvious over, nor would have been fairly suggested by the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacques Veillard whose telephone number is (571) 272-4086. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Fri. from 9 AM to 4:30 PM, alt. Fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on (571) 272- 4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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